ﬁlllﬁ”ﬂ’ﬂﬂ - For the word of God is quick, and powerful,

> - and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
- fasunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a
'~ Qdiscerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12

The Learning Forum:
The Great Controversy:

Jeremiah 25:31 A noise shall come [even] to the ends of the earth; for the
LORD hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he will give
them [that are] wicked to the sword, saith the LORD.

All humanity is now involved in a great controversy between Christ and Satan regarding
the character of God, His law, and His sovereignty over the universe. This conflict
originated in heaven when a created being, endowed with freedom of choice, in self-
exaltation became Satan, God's adversary, and led into rebellion a portion of the angels.
He introduced the spirit of rebellion into this world when he led Adam and Eve into sin.
This human sin resulted in the distortion of the image of God in humanity, the
disordering of the created world, and its eventual devastation at the time of the worldwide
flood. Observed by the whole creation, this world became the arena of the universal
conflict, out of which the God of love will ultimately be vindicated. To assist His people
in this controversy, Christ sends the Holy Spirit and the loyal angels to guide, protect, and
sustain them in the way of salvation.

War in Heaven

Revelation 12:4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them
to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for
to devour her child as soon as it was born.

Revelation 12:5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a
rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and [to] his throne.

Revelation 12:6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred [and] threescore
days.

Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,

Revelation 12:8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.
Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him.

Fallen
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Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! [how] art
thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

Isaiah 14:13 For thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my
throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the
sides of the north:

Isaiah 14:14 | will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

Corruption

Ezekiel 28:12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto
him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in
beauty.

Ezekiel 28:13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone [was]
thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the
sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of
thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

Ezekiel 28:14 Thou [art] the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee [so]:
thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of
the stones of fire.

Ezekiel 28:15 Thou [wast] perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till
iniquity was found in thee.

Ezekiel 28:16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee
with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore | will cast thee as profane out of the
mountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones
of fire.

Ezekiel 28:17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy
wisdom by reason of thy brightness: | will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before
kings, that they may behold thee.

Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by
the iniquity of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall
devour thee, and | will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that
behold thee.

Vain Imaginings

Romans 1:19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God
hath showed [it] unto them.

Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified [him] not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.

Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

Romans 1:23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like
to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of
their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves:
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Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

Romans 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their
women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:

Romans 1:27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned
in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and
receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet.

Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in [their] knowledge, God
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;
Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents,

Romans 1:31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection,
implacable, unmerciful:

Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

By one man sin entered into the world

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 5:13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there
is no law.

Romans 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that
had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that
was to come.

Romans 5:15 But not as the offence, so also [is] the free gift. For if through the offence
of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, [which is] by
one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.

Romans 5:16 And not as [it was] by one that sinned, [so is] the gift: for the judgment
[was] by one to condemnation, but the free gift [is] of many offences unto justification.
Romans 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one,
Jesus Christ.)

Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all men unto
justification of life.

Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

Romans 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound:

Romans 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

A thousand years as one day
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2 Peter 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts,

2 Peter 3:4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as [they were] from the beginning of the creation.

2 Peter 3:5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens
were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:

2 Peter 3:6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
2 Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day [is] with the
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat,
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

2 Peter 3:11 [Seeing] then [that] all these things shall be dissolved, what manner [of
persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness,

2 Peter 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

2 Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

2 Peter 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that
ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

2 Peter 3:15 And account [that] the longsuffering of our Lord [is] salvation; even as
our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto
you;

2 Peter 3:16 Asalso in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are
some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as
[they do] also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

2 Peter 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know [these things] before, beware lest
ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him [be] glory both now and for ever. Amen.

The Son, The King

Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto
the fathers by the prophets,

Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by [his] Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Hebrews 1:3 Who being the brightness of [his] glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Hebrews 1:4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than they.
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Hebrews 1:5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this
day have | begotten thee? And again, | will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a
Son?

Hebrews 1:6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith,
And let all the angels of God worship him.

Hebrews 1:7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his
ministers a flame of fire.

Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son [he saith], Thy throne, O God, [is] for ever and ever: a
sceptre of righteousness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.

Hebrews 1:9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, [even]
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

Hebrews 1:10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth;
and the heavens are the works of thine hands:

Hebrews 1:11 They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth
a garment;

Hebrews 1:12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but
thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

Hebrews 1:13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until
I make thine enemies thy footstool?

Hebrews 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?

Included here for your study is the fourth chapter of
Patriarchs and Prophets regarding “The Controversy.”

Patriarchs and Prophets - Chap. 4 —
The Plan of Redemption

The fall of man filled all heaven with sorrow. The world that God had made was
blighted with the curse of sin and inhabited by beings doomed to misery and death. There
appeared no escape for those who had transgressed the law. Angels ceased their songs of
praise. Throughout the heavenly courts there was mourning for the ruin that sin had
wrought. {PP 63.1}

The Son of God, heaven's glorious Commander, was touched with pity for the fallen
race. His heart was moved with infinite compassion as the woes of the lost world rose up
before Him. But divine love had conceived a plan whereby man might be redeemed. The
broken law of God demanded the life of the sinner. In all the universe there was but one
who could, in behalf of man, satisfy its claims. Since the divine law is as sacred as God
Himself, only one equal with God could make atonement for its transgression. None but
Christ could redeem fallen man from the curse of the law and bring him again into
harmony with Heaven. Christ would take upon Himself the guilt and shame of sin--sin so
offensive to a holy God that it must separate the Father and His Son. Christ would reach
to the depths of misery to rescue the ruined race. {PP 63.2}

Before the Father He pleaded in the sinner's behalf, while the host of heaven awaited
the result with an intensity of interest that words cannot express. Long continued was that
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mysterious communing--"the counsel of peace"” (Zechariah 6:13) for the fallen sons of
men. The plan of salvation had been laid before the creation of the earth; for Christ is
"the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (Revelation 13:8); yet it was a
struggle, even with the King of the universe, to yield up His Son to die for the guilty race.
But "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. Oh, the mystery
of redemption! the love of God for a world that did not love Him! Who can know the
depths of that love which "passeth knowledge"? Through endless ages immortal minds,
seeking to comprehend the mystery of that incomprehensible love, will wonder and
adore. {PP 63.3}

God was to be manifest in Christ, "reconciling the world unto Himself." 2 Corinthians
5:19. Man had become so degraded by sin that it was impossible for him, in himself, to
come into harmony with Him whose nature is purity and goodness. But Christ, after
having redeemed man from the condemnation of the law, could impart divine power to
unite with human effort. Thus by repentance toward God and faith in Christ the fallen
children of Adam might once more become "sons of God." 1 John 3:2. {PP 64.1}

The plan by which alone man's salvation could be secured, involved all heaven in its
infinite sacrifice. The angels could not rejoice as Christ opened before them the plan of
redemption, for they saw that man's salvation must cost their loved Commander
unutterable woe. In grief and wonder they listened to His words as He told them how He
must descend from heaven's purity and peace, its joy and glory and immortal life, and
come in contact with the degradation of earth, to endure its sorrow, shame, and death. He
was to stand between the sinner and the penalty of sin; yet few would receive Him as the
Son of God. He would leave His high position as the Majesty of heaven, appear upon
earth and humble Himself as a man, and by His own experience become acquainted with
the sorrows and temptations which man would have to endure. All this would be
necessary in order that He might be able to succor them that should be tempted. Hebrews
2:18. When His mission as a teacher should be ended, He must be delivered into the
hands of wicked men and be subjected to every insult and torture that Satan could inspire
them to inflict. He must die the cruelest of deaths, lifted up between the heavens and the
earth as a guilty sinner. He must pass long hours of agony so terrible that angels could not
look upon it, but would veil their faces from the sight. He must endure anguish of soul,
the hiding of His Father's face, while the guilt of transgression--the weight of the sins of
the whole world--should be upon Him. {PP 64.2}

The angels prostrated themselves at the feet of their Commander and offered to
become a sacrifice for man. But an angel's life could not pay the debt; only He who
created man had power to redeem him. Yet the angels were to have a part to act in the
plan of redemption. Christ was to be made "a little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death.” Hebrews 2:9. As He should take human nature upon Him, His strength would
not be equal to theirs, and they were to minister to Him, to strengthen and soothe Him
under His sufferings. They were also to be ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who should be heirs of salvation. Hebrews 1:14. They would guard the subjects of
grace from the power of evil angels and from the darkness constantly thrown around
them by Satan. {PP 64.3}

When the angels should witness the agony and humiliation of their Lord, they would
be filled with grief and indignation and would wish to deliver Him from His murderers;

THE LEARNING FORUM - Preparing for battle —P5 6
Compiled and Edited By: Cameron A. Bowen.
Copyright 2009 TimeWatch Inc, Publications



but they were not to interpose in order to prevent anything which they should behold. It
was a part of the plan of redemption that Christ should suffer the scorn and abuse of
wicked men, and He consented to all this when He became the Redeemer of man. {PP
65.1}

Christ assured the angels that by His death He would ransom many, and would destroy
him who had the power of death. He would recover the kingdom which man had lost by
transgression, and the redeemed were to inherit it with Him, and dwell therein forever.
Sin and sinners would be blotted out, nevermore to disturb the peace of heaven or earth.
He bade the angelic host to be in accord with the plan that His Father had accepted, and
rejoice that, through His death, fallen man could be reconciled to God. {PP 65.2}

Then joy, inexpressible joy, filled heaven. The glory and blessedness of a world
redeemed, outmeasured even the anguish and sacrifice of the Prince of life. Through the
celestial courts echoed the first strains of that song which was to ring out above the hills
of Bethlehem--"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men."
Luke 2:14. With a deeper gladness now than in the rapture of the new creation, "the
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy." Job 38:7. {PP
65.3}

To man the first intimation of redemption was communicated in the sentence
pronounced upon Satan in the garden. The Lord declared, "I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel." Genesis 3:15. This sentence, uttered in the hearing of our first
parents, was to them a promise. While it foretold war between man and Satan, it declared
that the power of the great adversary would finally be broken. Adam and Eve stood as
criminals before the righteous Judge, awaiting the sentence which transgression had
incurred; but before they heard of the life of toil and sorrow which must be their portion,
or of the decree that they must return to dust, they listened to words that could not fail to
give them hope. Though they must suffer from the power of their mighty foe, they could
look forward to final victory. {PP 65.4}

When Satan heard that enmity should exist between himself and the woman, and
between his seed and her seed, he knew that his work of depraving human nature would
be interrupted; that by some means man would be enabled to resist his power. Yet as the
plan of salvation was more fully unfolded, Satan rejoiced with his angels that, having
caused man's fall, he could bring down the Son of God from His exalted position. He
declared that his plans had thus far been successful upon the earth, and that when Christ
should take upon Himself human nature, He also might be overcome, and thus the
redemption of the fallen race might be prevented. {PP 66.1}

Heavenly angels more fully opened to our first parents the plan that had been devised
for their salvation. Adam and his companion were assured that notwithstanding their
great sin, they were not to be abandoned to the control of Satan. The Son of God had
offered to atone, with His own life, for their transgression. A period of probation would
be granted them, and through repentance and faith in Christ they might again become the
children of God. {PP 66.2}

The sacrifice demanded by their transgression revealed to Adam and Eve the sacred
character of the law of God; and they saw, as they had never seen before, the guilt of sin
and its dire results. In their remorse and anguish they pleaded that the penalty might not
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fall upon Him whose love had been the source of all their joy; rather let it descend upon
them and their prosperity. {PP 66.3}

They were told that since the law of Jehovah is the foundation of His government in
heaven as well as upon the earth, even the life of an angel could not be accepted as a
sacrifice for its transgression. Not one of its precepts could be abrogated or changed to
meet man in his fallen condition; but the Son of God, who had created man, could make
an atonement for him. As Adam's transgression had brought wretchedness and death, so
the sacrifice of Christ would bring life and immortality. {PP 66.4}

Not only man but the earth had by sin come under the power of the wicked one, and
was to be restored by the plan of redemption. At his creation Adam was placed in
dominion over the earth. But by yielding to temptation, he was brought under the power
of Satan. "Of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage." 2 Peter
2:19. When man became Satan's captive, the dominion which he held, passed to his
conqueror. Thus Satan became "the god of this world." 2 Corinthians 4:4. He had usurped
that dominion over the earth which had been originally given to Adam. But Christ, by His
sacrifice paying the penalty of sin, would not only redeem man, but recover the dominion
which he had forfeited. All that was lost by the first Adam will be restored by the second.
Says the prophet, "O tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee
shall it come, even the first dominion.” Micah 4:8. And the apostle Paul points forward to
the "redemption of the purchased possession.”" Ephesians 1:14. God created the earth to
be the abode of holy, happy beings. The Lord "formed the earth and made it; He hath
established it, He created it not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited.” Isaiah 45:18. That
purpose will be fulfilled, when, renewed by the power of God, and freed from sin and
sorrow, it shall become the eternal abode of the redeemed. "The righteous shall inherit
the land, and dwell therein forever." "And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him." Psalm 37:29;
Revelation 22:3. {PP 67.1}

Adam, in his innocence, had enjoyed open communion with his Maker; but sin
brought separation between God and man, and the atonement of Christ alone could span
the abyss and make possible the communication of blessing or salvation from heaven to
earth. Man was still cut off from direct approach to his Creator, but God would
communicate with him through Christ and angels. {PP 67.2}

Thus were revealed to Adam important events in the history of mankind, from the
time when the divine sentence was pronounced in Eden, to the Flood, and onward to the
first advent of the Son of God. He was shown that while the sacrifice of Christ would be
of sufficient value to save the whole world, many would choose a life of sin rather than of
repentance and obedience. Crime would increase through successive generations, and the
curse of sin would rest more and more heavily upon the human race, upon the beasts, and
upon the earth. The days of man would be shortened by his own course of sin; he would
deteriorate in physical stature and endurance and in moral and intellectual power, until
the world would be filled with misery of every type. Through the indulgence of appetite
and passion men would become incapable of appreciating the great truths of the plan of
redemption. Yet Christ, true to the purpose for which He left heaven, would continue His
interest in men, and still invite them to hide their weakness and deficiencies in Him. He
would supply the needs of all who would come unto Him in faith. And there would ever
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be a few who would preserve the knowledge of God and would remain unsullied amid
the prevailing iniquity. {PP 67.3}

The sacrificial offerings were ordained by God to be to man a perpetual reminder and
a penitential acknowledgment of his sin and a confession of his faith in the promised
Redeemer. They were intended to impress upon the fallen race the solemn truth that it
was sin that caused death. To Adam, the offering of the first sacrifice was a most painful
ceremony. His hand must be raised to take life, which only God could give. It was the
first time he had ever witnessed death, and he knew that had he been obedient to God,
there would have been no death of man or beast. As he slew the innocent victim, he
trembled at the thought that his sin must shed the blood of the spotless Lamb of God.
This scene gave him a deeper and more vivid sense of the greatness of his transgression,
which nothing but the death of God's dear Son could expiate. And he marveled at the
infinite goodness that would give such a ransom to save the guilty. A star of hope
illumined the dark and terrible future and relieved it of its utter desolation. {PP 68.1}

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of
man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the
inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it
was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. To this result of His great
sacrifice--its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man--the
Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: "Now is the judgment
of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from
the earth, will draw all unto Me." John 12:31, 32. The act of Christ in dying for the
salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the
universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It
would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the
results of sin. {PP 68.2}

From the first the great controversy had been upon the law of God. Satan had sought
to prove that God was unjust, that His law was faulty, and that the good of the universe
required it to be changed. In attacking the law he aimed to overthrow the authority of its
Author. In the controversy it was to be shown whether the divine statutes were defective
and subject to change, or perfect and immutable. {PP 69.1}

When Satan was thrust out of heaven, he determined to make the earth his kingdom.
When he tempted and overcame Adam and Eve, he thought that he had gained possession
of this world; "because," said he, "they have chosen me as their ruler." He claimed that it
was impossible that forgiveness should be granted to the sinner, and therefore the fallen
race were his rightful subjects, and the world was his. But God gave His own dear Son--
one equal with Himself--to bear the penalty of transgression, and thus He provided a way
by which they might be restored to His favor, and brought back to their Eden home.
Christ undertook to redeem man and to rescue the world from the grasp of Satan. The
great controversy begun in heaven was to be decided in the very world, on the very same
field, that Satan claimed as his. {PP 69.2}

It was the marvel of all the universe that Christ should humble Himself to save fallen
man. That He who had passed from star to star, from world to world, superintending all,
by His providence supplying the needs of every order of being in His vast creation--that
He should consent to leave His glory and take upon Himself human nature, was a
mystery which the sinless intelligences of other worlds desired to understand. When
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Christ came to our world in the form of humanity, all were intensely interested in
following Him as He traversed, step by step, the bloodstained path from the manger to
Calvary. Heaven marked the insult and mockery that He received, and knew that it was at
Satan's instigation. They marked the work of counteragencies going forward; Satan
constantly pressing darkness, sorrow, and suffering upon the race, and Christ
counteracting it. They watched the battle between light and darkness as it waxed stronger.
And as Christ in His expiring agony upon the cross cried out, "It is finished" (John
19:30), a shout of triumph rang through every world and through heaven itself. The great
contest that had been so long in progress in this world was now decided, and Christ was
conqueror. His death had answered the question whether the Father and the Son had
sufficient love for man to exercise self-denial and a spirit of sacrifice. Satan had revealed
his true character as a liar and a murderer. It was seen that the very same spirit with
which he had ruled the children of men who were under his power, he would have
manifested if permitted to control the intelligences of heaven. With one voice the loyal
universe united in extolling the divine administration. {PP 69.3}

If the law could be changed, man might have been saved without the sacrifice of
Christ; but the fact that it was necessary for Christ to give His life for the fallen race,
proves that the law of God will not release the sinner from its claims upon him. It is
demonstrated that the wages of sin is death. When Christ died, the destruction of Satan
was made certain. But if the law was abolished at the cross, as many claim, then the
agony and death of God's dear Son were endured only to give to Satan just what he
asked; then the prince of evil triumphed, his charges against the divine government were
sustained. The very fact that Christ bore the penalty of man's transgression is a mighty
argument to all created intelligences that the law is changeless; that God is righteous,
merciful, and self-denying; and that infinite justice and mercy unite in the administration
of His government. {PP 70.1}

As promised, the following is a description of the protection of God in the time of
trouble.

APPENDIX 1 - The protection of God in the time of trouble.

As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he will stir up the wicked to destroy
God's people in the time of trouble. And as he accused Jacob, he will urge his accusations
against the people of God. He numbers the world as his subjects; but the little
company who keep the commandments of God are resisting his supremacy. If he
could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. He sees that holy angels
are guarding them, and he infers that their sins have been pardoned; but he does
not know that their cases have been decided in the sanctuary above. He has an
accurate knowledge of the sins which he has tempted them to commit, and he presents
these before God in the most exaggerated light, representing this people to be just as
deserving as himself of exclusion from the favor of God. He declares that the Lord cannot
in justice forgive their sins and yet destroy him and his angels. He claims them as his
prey and demands that they be given into his hands to destroy. {Mar 272.2}

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Ps. 46:1.
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The time of trouble is the crucible that is to bring out Christlike characters. It is designed
to lead the people of God to renounce Satan and his temptations. {Mar 273.4}

God's Eye is Upon His People

Shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he
bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Luke 18:7, 8.

In the time of trouble, if the people of God had unconfessed sins to appear before them
while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off
their faith, and they could not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But
while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they have no concealed wrongs to
reveal. Their sins have gone beforehand to judgment and have been blotted out, and they
cannot bring them to remembrance. . .. {Mar 274.1}

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will
deliver him, and honour him. Ps. 91:15.

The people of God will not be free from suffering; but while persecuted and distressed,
while they endure privation and suffer for want of food they will not be left to perish. . .
. {Mar 277.1}

The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis which His people are to
meet, when earthly powers shall be arrayed against them. Like the captive exile, they will
be in fear of death by starvation or by violence. But the Holy One who divided the Red
Sea before Israel, will manifest His mighty power and turn their captivity. "They shall be
mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up my jewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him." Malachi 3:17. {Mar 277.3}

No Martyrs After Probation Closes

Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of war is stirring the nations
from one end of the earth to the other. But in the midst of the time of trouble that is
coming--a time of trouble such as has not been since there was a nation--God's chosen
people will stand unmoved. Satan and his angels cannot destroy them, for angels that
excel in strength will protect them.--Letter 119, 1904. {2SM 55.2}

If the blood of Christ's faithful witnesses were shed at this time, it would not, like the
blood of the martyrs, be as seed sown to yield a harvest for God. Their fidelity would not
be a testimony to convince others of the truth; for the obdurate heart has beaten back the
waves of mercy until they return no more. If the righteous were now left to fall a prey to
their enemies, it would be a triumph for the prince of darkness. Says the psalmist: "In the
time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he
hide me." Psalm 27:5. Christ has spoken: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until
the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.” Isaiah 26:20, 21. Glorious will be the
deliverance of those who have patiently waited for His coming and whose names are
written in the book of life. {Mar 277.3}

The Time of Trouble

THE LEARNING FORUM - Preparing for battle —P5 11
Compiled and Edited By: Cameron A. Bowen.
Copyright 2009 TimeWatch Inc, Publications



| saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating together in companies,
and living in the most solitary places. Angels provided them food and water, while the
wicked were suffering from hunger and thirst. Then I saw the leading men of the earth
consulting together, and Satan and his angels busy around them. | saw a writing, copies
of which were scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders that unless the saints
should yield their peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath, and observe the first day of the
week, the people were at liberty after a certain time to put them to death. But in this hour
of trial the saints were calm and composed, trusting in God and leaning upon His promise
that a way of escape would be made for them. In some places, before the time for the
decree to be executed, the wicked rushed upon the saints to slay them; but angels in the
form of men of war fought for them. Satan wished to have the privilege of destroying the
saints of the Most High; but Jesus bade His angels watch over them. God would be
honored by making a covenant with those who had kept His law, in the sight of the
heathen round about them; and Jesus would be honored by translating, without their
seeing death, the faithful, waiting ones who had so long expected Him. {EW 282.2}

Protection of the Angels

Soon | saw the saints suffering great mental anguish. They seemed to be surrounded by
the wicked inhabitants of the earth. Every appearance was against them. Some began to
fear that God had at last left them to perish by the hand of the wicked. But if their eyes
could have been opened, they would have seen themselves surrounded by angels of God.
Next came the multitude of the angry wicked, and next a mass of evil angels, hurrying on
the wicked to slay the saints. But before they could approach God's people, the wicked
must first pass this company of mighty, holy angels. This was impossible. The angels of
God were causing them to recede and also causing the evil angels who were pressing
around them to fall back. {EW 283.1}

As it was in the days of Noah

| was pointed back to faithful Noah. When the rain descended and the flood came, Noah
and his family had entered the ark, and God had shut them in. Noah had faithfully warned
the inhabitants of the antediluvian world, while they had mocked and derided him. And
as the waters descended upon the earth, and one after another was drowning, they beheld
that ark, of which they had made so much sport, riding safely upon the waters, preserving
the faithful Noah and His family. So | saw that the people of God, who had faithfully
warned the world of His coming wrath, would be delivered. God would not suffer the
wicked to destroy those who were expecting translation and who would not bow to the
decree of the beast or receive his mark. | saw that if the wicked were permitted to slay the
saints, Satan and all his evil host, and all who hate God, would be gratified. And oh, what
a triumph it would be for his satanic majesty to have power, in the last closing struggle,
over those who had so long waited to behold Him whom they loved! Those who have
mocked at the idea of the saints' going up will witness the care of God for His people and
behold their glorious deliverance. {EW 284.1}

Swords like straw
As the saints left the cities and villages, they were pursued by the wicked, who sought to
slay them. But the swords that were raised to kill God's people broke and fell as
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powerless as a straw. Angels of God shielded the saints. As they cried day and night for
deliverance, their cry came up before the Lord. {EW 284.2}

Deliverance of the Saints

It was at midnight that God chose to deliver His people. As the wicked were mocking
around them, suddenly the sun appeared, shining in his strength, and the moon stood still.
The wicked looked upon the scene with amazement, while the saints beheld with solemn
joy the tokens of their deliverance. Signs and wonders followed in quick succession.
Everything seemed turned out of its natural course. The streams ceased to flow. Dark,
heavy clouds came up and clashed against each other. But there was one clear place of
settled glory, whence came the voice of God like many waters, shaking the heavens and
the earth. There was a mighty earthquake. The graves were opened, and those who had
died in faith under the third angel's message, keeping the Sabbath, came forth from their
dusty beds, glorified, to hear the covenant of peace that God was to make with those who
had kept His law. {EW 285.1}

In the time of trouble, just previous to the coming of Christ, the lives of the righteous will
be preserved through the ministration of holy angels. Those who come up to that trying
time, neglecting to obey God's commands, will have no security of their lives. Angels
cannot protect them from the wrath of their enemies while they are living in neglect of
any known duty, or express command of Jehovah. {3SG 196.1}

As in the days of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, so in the closing period of earth's
history the Lord will work mightily in behalf of those who stand steadfastly for the right.
He who walked with the Hebrew worthies in the fiery furnace will be with His followers
wherever they are. His abiding presence will comfort and sustain. In the midst of the time
of trouble--trouble such as has not been since there was a nation--His chosen ones will
stand unmoved. Satan with all the hosts of evil cannot destroy the weakest of God's
saints. Angels that excel in strength will protect them, and in their behalf Jehovah will
reveal Himself as a "God of gods," able to save to the uttermost those who have put their
trust in Him. {PK 513.1}
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